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Nopsad 2021 - Key findings
(National Opioid Pharmacotherapy Statistics Annual Data Collection)

Snapshot day June 2020 

- 53,316 on course of pharmacotherapy for opioid use disorders 

- median age 44

- male (67%)

- 3422 individual prescribers

- 71% dosing at local pharmacies

- access in cities > regional > remote

HTTPS://WWW.AIHW.GOV.AU/ABOUT-OUR-DATA/OUR-DATA-COLLECTIONS/NOPSAD-COLLECTION

about:blank


Buvidal

• Injectable form – subcutaneous

• Buprenorphine only

• PBS listed September 2019

• Seven doses available – Weekly and Monthly options

• Weekly – 8mg, 16mg, 24mg, 32mg

• Monthly – 64mg, 96mg, 128mg

HTTPS://WWW.EBS.TGA.GOV.AU/EBS/PICMI/PICMIREPOSITORY.NSF/PICMI?OPENFORM&T=&Q=BUPRENORPHINE

Camarus Buvidal PI avaiable at www.ebs.tga.gov.a

about:blank


Primary Outcome: Non-inferiority for mean % urines negative 
for illicit opioids, p<0.0011,2

Primary and key secondary Phase 3 study endpoints 
were met1,2

12

Secondary Outcome: Superiority for CDF for self 
report and urines negative for illicit opioids weeks 4-
24*; median 26.7% vs. 6.7%, p=0.0081,2

Treatment difference mean (95% CI)

NI margin

Missing samples imputed 

as positive 

1. Lofwall et al., JAMA Int. Med. 2018,178(6); 764-773; 2. Approved Australian Product Information, Buvidal® Weekly and Buvidal® Monthly.
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Favors BUVIDAL®Favors SL BPN/NX

Flexible-dose, weekly and monthly, subcutaneous buprenorphine 
depot for maintenance treatment of opioid dependence within a 
framework of medical, social and psychological support2

Available in a range of doses for individualising treatment.

Buvidal® Weekly: 8mg, 16mg, 24mg, and 32mg

Buvidal® Monthly: 64mg, 96mg, and 128mg

Multiple injection sites: buttock, thigh, abdomen, or upper arm

23 Gauge needle & small volume fixed dosages (0.16 0.64mL)

Room temperature storage (< 25 C)

Do not refrigerate or freeze

4

Buvidal® - A clinically differentiated new treatment1,2

1. Lofwall M R, Walsh S L, Nunes EV, JAMA Internal Medicine. 2018;178(6); 764-773. 2. Approved Australian Product Information, Buvidal® Weekly and Buvidal® Monthly
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Sublocade

• Injectable form – subcutaneous

• Buprenorphine only

• PBS listed May 1st 2020

• Two doses available – Monthly administration

• 300mg in 1.5mL

• 100mg in 0.5mL

• Biodegradable polymer and solvent create a 

solid depot under the skin

• Pre-filled syringe, 19g needle

https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/PICMI?OpenForm&t=&q=buprenorphine

Indivior Sublocade PI available at www.ebs.tga.gov.a

https://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/PICMI?OpenForm&t=&q=buprenorphine
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Effectiveness – Real World Data





Uptake in Australia (approx.)

Why? 

Supervision

Cost

Dispensing

GP 

Timing?

November 2021 Victoria Australia

Buvidal 1300 8200

Sublocade 1200 2600



Our experience

• once weekly or monthly contact with a single provider

• limited risk of overdose or diversion

• acceptable to PWID

• assistance of St Vincent’s Inclusive Health Fund

• a pilot clinic; low threshold access for people wishing to 
commence/access LAIB

• Stakeholder feedback including AOD services, specialist and PWID

• no/low cost

• broad referral base including self-referral

• short waiting time

• clear and appropriate screening



Pandemic Long Acting Injectable 

Buprenorphine Clinic

• May 2020 to Jan 2021

• heavily pre-screened; Triage -critical to limit unnecessary attendances

• Level 4 PPE (googles, mask, gown, gloves)

• minimise appointment time, flow through unit was unidirectional

• ‘light touch’

• take home naloxone, influenza vaccination

• temperature checks

• SafeScript (real time prescribing) and permit system

• Pathology and Oral Fluid Testing available

• Data collection



Value Adding

Take home naloxone (Nyxoid)

Influenza vaccination

HCV screening and treatment - fibroscan

HBV screening and referral +/- vaccination

Other AOD and Mental Health

Mundipharma Australia Pty Ltd. Naloxone (Nyxoid) nasal spray product information. Sydney: Mundipharma Australia 

Pty Ltd, 2019



Demographics (n=110)

Demographics Treatment Related

Mean age 39 years Heroin Use in last month 41.4%

Age range 20 -74yo In last week 37.9%

Male 65% Prescription opioid 12%

Lives Alone 40.2% Methadone > 50mg 8.2%

Private Accommodation 63.5% Referral Source

Worked in last month 12.1% self 27%

Incarcerated in last 12 months 21.5% drug court 13%

No prior opioid agonist 

treatment

10% PAMS

(Pharmacotherapy Advocacy Service)

6%

Page 14



Service Delivery

Measure Number

Injections 847

Buvidal 820 519 (63%) monthly formulation

325 (62%) 128mg

112 (22%) 96mg 

Sublocade 27 25 (93%) Sublocade 300mg

Take home naloxone (Nyxoid) 30 patients

Influenza vaccination 22/53 eligible

HCV testing 81 patients Treated 4



Outcome Measures

Measure Commencement Follow Up

Retention in Treatment 100% 77%

Heroin Use in last month 41.4% 23%

Heroin Use in last week 37.9% 15.0%

Average # days heroin use 1.6 days/week 0.6 days/week

Employment 10.3% 14.3%

Homeless 12.1% 5.9%



Other measures

Psychological Health

(Likert Scale 1-10)

5.8 6.3

Physical Health

(Likert Scale 1-10)

5.5 6.2

Quality of Life

(Likert Scale 1-10)

6.0 6.3



Conclusions

• good retention in treatment possible

• new to treatment and prescription opioid users

• LAIB attractive option 

• mostly monthly, mostly upper dose ranges

• encouraged uptake during pandemic

• post-pandemic? 



New Horizons

Commencing directly on LAIB

Pregnancy (and Breastfeeding)

Transferring from methadone to LAIB

Criminal Justice System

Cost and availability

Attracting new people to treatment?

Improving/increasing other supports as more regular contact diminishes
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